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HARBOUR SQUARE

Harbour Square, an eight-acre historic residential

complex along the Washington Channel, offers

panoramic views of the Potomac River and Hains Point.

Its rooftop decks look out at many national sites

including the Capitol dome and the Washington

Monument. Just across the river is Reagan National

Airport.

In the early 1950s, most buildings in DC’s southwest

were demolished as part of an urban renewal plan. It

was not until 1963 that construction began on Harbour

Square, taking Southwest redevelopment in a

completely new direction—luxury living.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This pamphlet is an educational resource about

Harbour Square and has been produced as a

commemorative for our 50th anniversary celebration. We

hope it will inspire greater appreciation among

residents and visitors for our unique history beginning

in the 1790s. It is designed to be a living document;

see the website for information on how to suggest

items that have been missed or are new and of

historical interest for future editions.

Members of this community worked diligently in

developing the pamphlet and it is not possible to list

each contributor, or to describe all aspects of their

participation. In a nutshell, long-time resident Marilyn

Scarbrough led the project from its inception in 2013 to

its completion in 2016. She was joined by Daisy Mullett

Smith for research and printing; Martha Harmon on

landscape history; Judith Claire for pictures and stories;

Rod Hill and Donna Mashburn for pictures; and Ellen

Bonaparth and Barbara Koeppel for editing. We are a

cooperative community and each participant welcomed

the opportunity to explore our unique history and

better understand why Harbour Square earned its place

in history and in our hearts.
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Rooftop views are enjoyed throughout the year

—especially during fireworks celebrating the Cherry

Blossom festival and July 4th
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Rooftop view of Hains Point at sunset

From its inception, the design took advantage of its

riverfront location and combines the old and new:

including 1790s row houses, new townhouses, and

high-rise apartment buildings. Courtyards formed by

the buildings create public areas complete with a water

garden, reflecting pool, terrace, and covered portico.

In 2013, the DC Historic Preservation Review Board

praised the complex as “a benchmark for good design”

and “a model for urban renewal” when designating it a

historical landmark.
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ARCHITECT

The architect of Harbour Square, Chloethiel Woodard

Smith (1910 – 1992), earned an undergraduate degree

in architecture from the University of Oregon and a

master’s in architecture from Washington University in

St. Louis, Missouri.

A founding member of the National Building Museum,

Smith was also one of the first women to become a

fellow in the American Institute of Architects. The

intersection of Connecticut Avenue and I Streets NW

gained the nickname “Chloethiel’s Corner” because she

designed the current office towers on three of its

corners.

Smith was offended by the term "woman architect,"

feeling it demeaned her work and ability as an architect.

In fact, by 1967, she had the largest female-run

architectural firm in the United States. At the end of

her career in the late 1980s, nearly 30 percent of

architects working in Washington, DC had come

through her office.
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Other special features incorporated in Harbour Square’s

design are a ground floor swimming pool surrounded

by glass windows, and a progressive rooftop space for

communal functions, including a clubroom.

Water Aerobics Class

Clubroom Wine Tasting
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Grand Opening of the
Renovated Library

Thanks to resident librarian, Duggee Hatry, the library is

kept current, has a wide variety of books to enjoy for

free, and is open 24 hours a day. It is also home to a

network connected computer, scanner and printer for

resident use.
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Artistic concept revealed

Look Magazine dubbed Smith the “Leading Lady in

Urban Renewal” in their September 1965 issue. This

photograph shows her examining a scale model of

Harbour Square and the article notes that the design

was a highly innovative and effective use of green

space and mixed-housing types.



6

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Daniel Urban Kiley (1912 – 2004) was the landscape

architect who created Harbour Square’s open spaces. A

Massachusetts native, Kiley entered a two-year design

program at Harvard University but left without

graduating; instead, he chose to become a licensed

practitioner of architecture.

Kiley is said to be the first prominent modernist

landscape architect in the country. He was influenced

by his travels in Europe where he discovered the

geometry and simple elegance of French landscape

architecture. The American Association of Landscape

Architects recognized his work at Harbour Square as a

major contribution to its status on the National Register

of Historic Places.

Kiley designed over 1000 projects in the US, including

the Miller House and Garden in Columbus, IN; South

Garden at the Art Institute of Chicago, IL Fountain Place

in Dallas, TX; the US Air Force Academy in Colorado

Springs, CO; and the Benjamin Banneker Park in

Washington, DC.
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Quilt Hanging in the Library

This quilt which depicts aspects of life at Harbour

Square was conceived and directed by longtime

resident Lillian Guralnick. The squares were designed

and/or quilted by members of the Harbour Square

Activities Committee; Paul Arlt, Meg Brinkman, Stephen

Collins, Katy Dietrich, Audrey (Duggee) Hatry, Jean

Macdonald, Don and Muriel Kindler, Maria Hernandez,

and Gertrude Ullman. Steve Collins, a resident artist

and textile conservator, supervised the sewing.
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Slaithong Schmutzhart – Mama I

Mama I, a sculpture located in the 560 Lobby, made of

Cor-Ten steel, was created by Schmutzhart. Born in

Bangkok, Thailand, she came to DC in 1961 where she

earned her MFA in sculpture at George Washington

University. She was an Associate Professor at Corcoran

College of Art for 22 years.

This sculpture is on loan from the children of long time

Harbour Square resident, Alice Fusillo (1922 – 2010), a

student of Schmutzhart’s.
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Kiley’s landscape achieves a synergy with Smith’s

extensive use of glass windows and balconies. The one

acre aquatic garden with its small island planted with a

willow provides unity to the complex, linking it to the

river, as well as reflecting the sky.

The Aquatic Garden: Design and Execution
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Kiley’s design created shifting planes with its sunken

garden between buildings, providing lower floor

apartments eye-level views of the fifty-foot tall sugar

maple trees while a smaller water garden serves as a

reflecting pool.

The English/East Garden

The Japanese Garden
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Paul Arlt (1914 – 2005) – Resident Artist

Arlt was a syndicated political cartoonist for the New

York Herald Tribune and a graphic artist. Resigning to

devote his time to painting, he was commissioned by a

precursor of the US Information Agency to do paintings

in Paris and Copenhagen. His oil and watercolors can

be found in collections at the Phillips Museum, the DC

Corcoran Gallery of Art, the National Air and Space

Museum and this one in the 530 Lobby of Harbour

Square.

An article on

Harbour Square is

included in the

book, Best

Addresses, by

James Goode, and

Arlt is pictured

relaxing with his

wife in their loft-

style apartment.
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COMMUNITY

When completed, Harbour Square attracted various

prominent Washingtonians, including Supreme Court

Justice Lewis Powell and Hubert Humphrey. Humphrey

and his wife, Muriel, lived in Apartment S-801 from

1966 to 1978, even during his term as Vice President.

A political cartoon by Gib Crockett of the Washington

Star was autographed by Humphrey and hangs in the

management office. It gives testimony to his life at

Harbour Square.
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The roof garden and upper terrace plantings integrate

the high-rise apartment buildings with the earth, while

the loggia connects them visually.
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The aquatic garden offers a home to water lilies and

annually attracts a delightful family of Mallard ducks.
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Captain William Duncanson, a wealthy trader was the

building’s first known tenant. He lived in one part while

his own home was being built.

William Cranch lived in the other unit. Cranch

graduated from Harvard with honors in 1787 and was

admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in 1790. He was the

second person to act as a volunteer reporter for the US

Supreme Court, transcribing the court’s decisions and

publishing them at his own expense. In 1801, he was

appointed as a judge in the DC District Court, and in

1806 was appointed Chief Justice, serving for 40 years.

By 1904, the property was owned by Alice Pike Barney,

who reached out to the less fortunate, recognizing the

need for social service and women’s suffrage. Barney

loaned the property rent free to the Neighborhood

House, an act which shook up her social group. The

Barney Neighborhood House continued to evolve,

eventually providing the community with a playground

and library – both of which were desegregated – also

breaking new ground. They served the community in

this location from 1904 to 1960 when they were

relocated by the urban renewal project; however, this

organization still provides services from a Northeast DC

facility.
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THE BARNEY HOUSE

The Barney House (originally Duncanson-Cranch House)

is located at 468-470 N St, SW. Accredited to architect

William Lovering, it was built around 1794 as a Federal

style double-house, designed to appear as one unit.

Circa 1933

Today
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View of Harbour Square from Waterfront Walkway
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HISTORIC DESIGNATIONS

In the 1790s, James Greenleaf, Washington’s first real

estate developer, constructed the historic town houses.

He purchased 3,000 city lots for resale and in return, he

was to erect 10 houses a year for seven years, and lend

the government $2,200 a month to complete public

buildings. Unfortunately, there was insufficient demand

for the lots and Greenleaf’s syndicate went bankrupt in

1797.

The houses Greenleaf built were slated to be

demolished as part of a massive urban renewal project

in the late 1950s. However, they were saved in July

1963 when the four houses that make up Wheat Row,

along with Barney House, and Lewis House were

nominated for historic landmark designation. The Joint

Committee on Landmarks identified them as “Category

II Landmarks,” contributing significantly to the city’s

cultural heritage and visual beauty.
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Lewis House, Circa 1936

Today



16

THE EDWARD SIMON LEWIS HOUSE

The Lewis House, located at 456 N St SW was designed

and built by William Lovering in 1817 for a US Navy

clerk. It is a nationally significant example of a Federal-

style house.

In 1901, Lewis House was named “Neighborhood

House,” an early settlement facility which provided

education and recreational opportunities to DC’s poor

white residents. The city’s first organized playground

was established in its backyard. In 1906, this

community service organization was incorporated and

soon moved to the nearby Duncanson-Cranch House

(now called Barney House).

Lewis House returned to its residential function and in

1930 was home to Lewis J. Heath and Ernie Pyle, well-

known journalists. In the early 1960s, a tenant, Captain

Lewis C. O’Rourke, campaigned to rescue the Lewis

House from urban renewal demolition. He was

successful, and the building was rehabilitated, becoming

part of Harbour Square.
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Plaque on wall at O and 4th Streets

Plaque on wall at N and 4th Streets
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WHEAT ROW

Wheat Row consists of four townhouses located at

1315, 1317, 1319, and 1321 4th St SW. Developed by

Greenleaf in 1794, they are among the oldest standing

row house groups in the District.

The architect, Joseph Clark, used the Federal style and

the four units appear as a single structure. He also

designed the second dome of the Annapolis State

House. Clark and George Washington were Masons,

and Clark was given the honor of presenting the main

speech at the dedication of the Capitol cornerstone in

1793.

The name Wheat Row was not adopted until John

Wheat purchased the properties in 1819; members of

his family owned part of the Row until at least 1868.

Wheat worked at the US Senate as a messenger whose

job was to memorize and recite messages quickly and

bring accurate responses back to the original senders.

(Since paper and ink were costly, few messages were

written.)

15

Wheat Row, Circa 1936

Today
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THE BARNEY HOUSE

The Barney House (originally Duncanson-Cranch House)

is located at 468-470 N St, SW. Accredited to architect

William Lovering, it was built around 1794 as a Federal

style double-house, designed to appear as one unit.

Circa 1933

Today

11

View of Harbour Square from Waterfront Walkway



10

The aquatic garden offers a home to water lilies and

annually attracts a delightful family of Mallard ducks.

19

Captain William Duncanson, a wealthy trader was the

building’s first known tenant. He lived in one part while

his own home was being built.

William Cranch lived in the other unit. Cranch

graduated from Harvard with honors in 1787 and was

admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in 1790. He was the

second person to act as a volunteer reporter for the US

Supreme Court, transcribing the court’s decisions and

publishing them at his own expense. In 1801, he was

appointed as a judge in the DC District Court, and in

1806 was appointed Chief Justice, serving for 40 years.

By 1904, the property was owned by Alice Pike Barney,

who reached out to the less fortunate, recognizing the

need for social service and women’s suffrage. Barney

loaned the property rent free to the Neighborhood
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Barney Neighborhood House continued to evolve,

eventually providing the community with a playground

and library – both of which were desegregated – also
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COMMUNITY

When completed, Harbour Square attracted various

prominent Washingtonians, including Supreme Court

Justice Lewis Powell and Hubert Humphrey. Humphrey

and his wife, Muriel, lived in Apartment S-801 from

1966 to 1978, even during his term as Vice President.

A political cartoon by Gib Crockett of the Washington

Star was autographed by Humphrey and hangs in the

management office. It gives testimony to his life at

Harbour Square.

9

The roof garden and upper terrace plantings integrate

the high-rise apartment buildings with the earth, while

the loggia connects them visually.
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Kiley’s design created shifting planes with its sunken

garden between buildings, providing lower floor

apartments eye-level views of the fifty-foot tall sugar

maple trees while a smaller water garden serves as a

reflecting pool.

The English/East Garden

The Japanese Garden
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Paul Arlt (1914 – 2005) – Resident Artist

Arlt was a syndicated political cartoonist for the New

York Herald Tribune and a graphic artist. Resigning to

devote his time to painting, he was commissioned by a

precursor of the US Information Agency to do paintings

in Paris and Copenhagen. His oil and watercolors can

be found in collections at the Phillips Museum, the DC

Corcoran Gallery of Art, the National Air and Space

Museum and this one in the 530 Lobby of Harbour

Square.

An article on

Harbour Square is

included in the

book, Best

Addresses, by

James Goode, and

Arlt is pictured

relaxing with his

wife in their loft-

style apartment.
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Slaithong Schmutzhart – Mama I

Mama I, a sculpture located in the 560 Lobby, made of

Cor-Ten steel, was created by Schmutzhart. Born in

Bangkok, Thailand, she came to DC in 1961 where she

earned her MFA in sculpture at George Washington

University. She was an Associate Professor at Corcoran

College of Art for 22 years.

This sculpture is on loan from the children of long time

Harbour Square resident, Alice Fusillo (1922 – 2010), a

student of Schmutzhart’s.
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Kiley’s landscape achieves a synergy with Smith’s

extensive use of glass windows and balconies. The one

acre aquatic garden with its small island planted with a

willow provides unity to the complex, linking it to the

river, as well as reflecting the sky.

The Aquatic Garden: Design and Execution
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Daniel Urban Kiley (1912 – 2004) was the landscape

architect who created Harbour Square’s open spaces. A

Massachusetts native, Kiley entered a two-year design

program at Harvard University but left without

graduating; instead, he chose to become a licensed

practitioner of architecture.

Kiley is said to be the first prominent modernist

landscape architect in the country. He was influenced

by his travels in Europe where he discovered the

geometry and simple elegance of French landscape

architecture. The American Association of Landscape

Architects recognized his work at Harbour Square as a

major contribution to its status on the National Register

of Historic Places.

Kiley designed over 1000 projects in the US, including

the Miller House and Garden in Columbus, IN; South

Garden at the Art Institute of Chicago, IL Fountain Place

in Dallas, TX; the US Air Force Academy in Colorado

Springs, CO; and the Benjamin Banneker Park in

Washington, DC.
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Quilt Hanging in the Library

This quilt which depicts aspects of life at Harbour

Square was conceived and directed by longtime

resident Lillian Guralnick. The squares were designed

and/or quilted by members of the Harbour Square

Activities Committee; Paul Arlt, Meg Brinkman, Stephen

Collins, Katy Dietrich, Audrey (Duggee) Hatry, Jean

Macdonald, Don and Muriel Kindler, Maria Hernandez,

and Gertrude Ullman. Steve Collins, a resident artist

and textile conservator, supervised the sewing.
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Grand Opening of the
Renovated Library

Thanks to resident librarian, Duggee Hatry, the library is

kept current, has a wide variety of books to enjoy for

free, and is open 24 hours a day. It is also home to a

network connected computer, scanner and printer for

resident use.
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Artistic concept revealed

Look Magazine dubbed Smith the “Leading Lady in

Urban Renewal” in their September 1965 issue. This

photograph shows her examining a scale model of

Harbour Square and the article notes that the design

was a highly innovative and effective use of green

space and mixed-housing types.
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ARCHITECT

The architect of Harbour Square, Chloethiel Woodard

Smith (1910 – 1992), earned an undergraduate degree

in architecture from the University of Oregon and a

master’s in architecture from Washington University in

St. Louis, Missouri.

A founding member of the National Building Museum,

Smith was also one of the first women to become a

fellow in the American Institute of Architects. The

intersection of Connecticut Avenue and I Streets NW

gained the nickname “Chloethiel’s Corner” because she

designed the current office towers on three of its

corners.

Smith was offended by the term "woman architect,"

feeling it demeaned her work and ability as an architect.

In fact, by 1967, she had the largest female-run

architectural firm in the United States. At the end of

her career in the late 1980s, nearly 30 percent of

architects working in Washington, DC had come

through her office.
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Other special features incorporated in Harbour Square’s

design are a ground floor swimming pool surrounded

by glass windows, and a progressive rooftop space for

communal functions, including a clubroom.

Water Aerobics Class

Clubroom Wine Tasting
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Rooftop views are enjoyed throughout the year

—especially during fireworks celebrating the Cherry

Blossom festival and July 4th

3

Rooftop view of Hains Point at sunset

From its inception, the design took advantage of its

riverfront location and combines the old and new:

including 1790s row houses, new townhouses, and

high-rise apartment buildings. Courtyards formed by

the buildings create public areas complete with a water

garden, reflecting pool, terrace, and covered portico.

In 2013, the DC Historic Preservation Review Board

praised the complex as “a benchmark for good design”

and “a model for urban renewal” when designating it a

historical landmark.
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HARBOUR SQUARE

Harbour Square, an eight-acre historic residential

complex along the Washington Channel, offers

panoramic views of the Potomac River and Hains Point.

Its rooftop decks look out at many national sites

including the Capitol dome and the Washington

Monument. Just across the river is Reagan National

Airport.

In the early 1950s, most buildings in DC’s southwest

were demolished as part of an urban renewal plan. It

was not until 1963 that construction began on Harbour

Square, taking Southwest redevelopment in a

completely new direction—luxury living.
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Members of this community worked diligently in

developing the pamphlet and it is not possible to list

each contributor, or to describe all aspects of their

participation. In a nutshell, long-time resident Marilyn

Scarbrough led the project from its inception in 2013 to

its completion in 2016. She was joined by Daisy Mullett

Smith for research and printing; Martha Harmon on

landscape history; Judith Claire for pictures and stories;

Rod Hill and Donna Mashburn for pictures; and Ellen

Bonaparth and Barbara Koeppel for editing. We are a

cooperative community and each participant welcomed

the opportunity to explore our unique history and

better understand why Harbour Square earned its place

in history and in our hearts.
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